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MARA PURL
Visiting Professor, the Colorado College, Department of Drama/Dance

Visiting Professor, University of Colorado, Department of English
Author-Producer-Performer-Teacher

 Curriculum Vitae

Education American School in Japan, Tokyo
Sophia University, Tokyo, Junior Year Abroad
Bachelor of Arts, Bennington College, Vermont

Background Grew up in Tokyo, Japan, traveled extensively.  Studied in France.  
Wrote professionally as of age 14; co-hosted TV program as of age 10.

Honors 2006 EVVY Award - Gold - “Act Right: A Manual for the On-Camera Actor”
2006 Benjamin Franklin Award - Silver - “What the Heart Knows”
2005 CIPA Merit Book Award - “Christmas Angels”
2002 Woman of the Year, Los Angeles Women’s Council
1999 Women’S Peacepower Award for Domestic Violence PSA
1994 Finalist Award, The New York Festivals, International Radio Competition

“Milford-Haven, U.S.A.” - BBC Radio Drama
1994 Museum of Television & Radio, New York
1994 Museum of Broadcast Communications, Chicago

"Milford-Haven, U.S.A." in permanent collections of both museums

Radio "Milford-Haven, U.S.A." creation of original radio series
Drama Wrote, directed and produced 60 half-hour programs

BBC Radio 5 (U.K.) Syndication:
First U.S. contemporary original radio-serial to be broadcast in the
U.K.  4.5 Million listeners.

“Milford-Haven”
90 half-hour programs
Successful Test Marketing: 1987 - 1990

San Luis Obispo, California.  Rochester, New York.  Charleston, West
Virginia.  Colorado Springs, Colorado

Voice “The Adventures of Nellie Bly” – NBC Television
Acting performed “Nellie”

“Milford-Haven, U.S.A.” – BBC Radio (60 episodes)
“Miranda” (series lead); “Stacey”; “Nicole” (character roles)

“Robotek II” – ABC Television
“Techno Witch” (Series Regular)

“Father Dowling Mysteries” – NBC Television
character roles

Scores of Radio Commercials

On-Camera “Days of Our Lives – NBC Television
Acting “Darla Cook” (Series regular)
(partial “Smooth & Natural”
listing) national infomercial

“The Judge – Nationally Syndicated Series
Guest Star

“Southern Girls” – Time/Life Cable
Lead (with Anne-Marie Johnson)

“Fantasy Week” – TBS Tokyo Broadcasting
Series Lead
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Books “Milford-Haven” – small town simplicities, global complexities
Fiction “Christmas Angels” - Milford-Haven - (2004, Haven Books)

"What The Heart Knows” - Milford-Haven - (2005, Haven Books)
“Closer Than You Think” - Milford-Haven Book 2 (2006, Haven Books)

Non-Fiction "Act Right"-- with Erin Gray (1998, Revised 2001, Haven Books)
A History of the firm – Kenneth Leventhal & Co. and the creation and
development of tract housing in post WWII Southern California

Audio “The Hidden Legacy” by Barbara Hamilton
Books co-produced the unabridged audio book

“Stickeen” by John Muir
produced the unabridged audio book

“Travels in Alaska” by John Muir
produced the abridged audio book

“What the Heart Knows” by Mara Purl {*Benjamin Franklin Award}
performed and produced the unabridged novel

“Closer Than You Think” by Mara Purl
performed and produced the unabridged novel

Music “A Koto Keys Christmas” with Marilyn Harris & Mark Wolfram
Recordings Koto, Piano, Brass & Strings

“Koto Keys” with Marilyn Harris
Koto & Piano, composition & performance

“Manhattan/Malibu” solo album
composition, lyrics, vocals, instrumentals

"Koto Kist" solo album
Composition & instrumentals

"Koto Path" with Charles Lloyd
composition & instrumentals

"Sumahama" with Beach Boys
vocals, instrumentals

"Beyond Antarres" with Nichelle Nichols
vocals, instrumentals

“Mandrilland” with Mandrill
vocals, instrumentals

“Tantric Wave” with Collective Star
Vocals, instrumentals

"Milford-Haven Cast Album" 
Production & vocals with John McFee (Doobie Brothers)
Cornelius Bumpus, Amanda McBroom

Music “Watermill” by Jerome Robbins
Performances koto – for the New York City Ballet (1972 - 1995)

Numerous concerts composed & performed with
The Joffrey Ballet; The Dance Theatre of Harlem;
The Lonny Joseph Gordon Dance Company; 
The Erin Martin Dance Company

“Phoenix Rising” – original band member
North Eastern U.S. tour
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Radio Crystal Cruises –  Two National 60-second spots
Ads Ad copy provided by Satchi & Satchi.

Wrote & produced Fifty 30- & 60-second Local Radio spots:
The Ultimate Fit; The Listening Post; Seekers Galleries; Lifestyles Interiors;
Cambria Chevron; Action Home Inspection; Oliver's Twist; Uppercrust Bakery;
The Video Kid; Keenan's Pharmacy; Orchids By The Sea; The General Store;
Ian's Restaurant; The Pewter Plough Playhouse, Etc. 

Corporate TRW In-house corporate presentation
Communications Produced and performed

Multi-lingual 120-second presentation
French, Italian, German, Japanese, British

Presentation Professional video "resumes" from existing stills & footage:
Videos Concepts, scripting, editing/directing, voice-over

Clients Include:
Zev Braun, Television Producer
Linda Purl, actress
KLCO, leading Accounting/Real Estate Corporation
NASC, Native American Sports Council,  U.S. Olympics Organization

Public “Step Forward - To Your Local Shelter”
Service Co-Executive Produced with partner Erin Gray (PurlGray Enterprises)
Announcement In conjunction with Women In Film.  Produced for Haven House, Los Angeles;

made available to shelters nation-wide.
(Award Winning – 1999 Women’s Peacepower Award

Theatre “Mary Shelley: In Her Own Words” Mara Purl & Sydney Swire
Acting Mary Shelley
(partial Colorado Springs – Broadmoor Theatre. Air force Academy Theatre.
listing) Tokyo, Japan – American School in Japan

“Sea Marks” Gardner MacKay
(Timothea)   Los Angeles & Colorado Springs

“Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are Dead” Tom Stoppard
(Gertrude) Globe Theatre, Los Angeles

“The Merchant of Venice” Shakespeare
(Nerissa) Globe Theatre, Los Angeles

“Tom, Dick, & Harry 
(Lead)  California

“Three Penny Opera” Kurt Weill
Williamstown, Massachusetts, Directed by Peter Hunt

“Caucasian Chalk Circle”
Williamstown, Directed by Nikos Psacharopoulos

“The Homecoming” Harold Pinter
 (Ruth)

“A Man for All Seasons”
(Anne Moore)

“As You Like It” Shakespeare”
“The Glass Menagerie” Tennessee Williams  (Laura)
“Oliver!” (Nancy)
“Once Upon a Mattress” ( Princess)
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Student S.T.A.R. – Student Theatre And Radio
Curriculi original curriculum written and developed

to teach a variety of life-skills using radio drama as the structure. 
Grants received for high school curriculum and classroom pilot programs.
Advanced curriculum developed for the Colorado College & University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs

SCRIPT WRITING
Syllabus includes writing for Theatre, Soap Opera, Sitcom, Episodic, &
Cinema, with detailed structure and analysis of each form, with writing
assignments both individual and collective following established industry
patterns for solo and collaborative work. 

Student S.T.A.R. – original curriculum developed & taught
Dramas American School in Japan

“Tokyo Time Travelers" -- a science experiment in two time periods
“The Game” – rivals on the football field, and in the corridors

              "The New Girl" -- a new student moves to Tokyo and tries to blend in
"The Journal" -- secrets revealed cause trouble for manilators

The Colorado College
“The Peak Mystery” – 4 points of view on one mystery
“Ashton Valley” – Employees at a small company save their firm.

Univ. Of Colorado at Colorado Springs
“The Curse of Santa Florida” – a historical drama

Univ. of Alaska Fairbanks Summer Fine Arts Camp
“Alaskan stories – Deep Freeze” – US sub, and a Russian ice-breaker.     
crews must work together through a crisis under the ice
“Alaskan stories – Frozen Hearts” – bi-cultural family deals with legacy

American School in Japan
“The New Girl” – a student joins the 40 nationalities at an international
school
“The Journal” – a private journal is stolen and its secrets damage others
“The Game” – rivalry in sports and romance
“Tokyo Time Travel” – the international school in two time periods

North Hollywood high School
“Toxicity” – rival science students discover chromium 6 in the water supply
“Love Child” & “Love Resolution” – a 6-part multi-generational story

Crittenton High School, Los Angeles
“Friendz”– two girls give birth – one to a crack-addicted infant
“In or Out”– class mates pressure a friend to join their gang
“Changes” – flirting leads to date-rape

Fountain Valley School, Colorado
“Going Somewhere” – an athlete is pressured to “throw” a key football
game.
“Fountain Hills Mall” – greed and corruption backfire

Los Angeles County High School for the Arts
“K-R-A-P” – TV station K-RAP discovers addictive ingredient in candy

Fountain Ft. Carson High School
“Westland High” – domestic violence tears at a family

Chatsworth High School, Los Angeles
“Cruising” – white-collar crime on the high seas  

   San Pedro High School, Los Angeles
“San Feliz” – investigative reporter discovers a corrupt company

Student Theatre – “Draccula’s Last Tour”
Wrote & directed, University of Alaska Summer Fine Arts Camp
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