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Author On the Bookcase
Mara Purl

' I'm excited to welcome Mara Purl,

author of The Milford-Haven Novels,
to On the Bookcase. Milford-Haven

is a fictitious town on California’s
Central Coast. Pre-9/11, housing is on
the rise, the stock market is
booming, and Milford-Haven is full
of the upwardly mobile pouring out

of Los Angeles in search of a fresh

start or a weekend getaway. The
novels are based on Purl’s BBC Radio drama Milford-Haven
U.S.A.

The first in the Milford-Haven series, What the Heart

Knows, features Miranda Jones. Artist Miranda begins to
trust her heart enough to escape from her life of privilege
and start over in Milford-Haven. Now that she's moved,
deeper questions surface: What is her life purpose? What's
missing? And what does her heart know that her head

keeps ignoring? Miranda connects with environmentalist
Samantha Hugo - a brilliant PhD twenty years her senior
who gave up a son years earlier and with restaurant owner
Sally O'Mally who left Arkansas to create her own dream.
Each woman wrestles with her own core issues while

balancing demanding careers. What happens in
Milford-Haven when journalist Christine Christian is
found murdered while investigating a half-built house?
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L ook for the sign to Milford-Haven, pull off Highway 1 and
discover for yourself . . . What the Heart Knows.

Mara chats about her Author Chat with a book club and
how her "characters became springboards for
philosophical considerations and self-examination” during
the book club discussion.

READING GROUP CHOICES

Join our
Mailing list

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Like us on
lﬁ? Facebook

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Monthly archive

October 2009
November 2009

December 2009



____g___p_Become Reading Grou When | think of book clubs, | think of a special evening when | February 2010

Picks was the guest of a group in Thousand Oaks, California. The March 2010
CLUB READ 2011 - THE meeting was held at a beautiful home nestled in the hills. -
Book Club Retreat Spacious and comfortable, the home was also fragrant with 2o VT
- cooking aromas when | arrived. May 2010
ird Installment of Novel- June 2010
In-Progress from the After being welcomed, | was invited to sit at a large dining table == =
Sisters of the Traveling where the group of twelve women assembled. Our plates were July 2010
Computers heaped with a sumptuous array of perfectly cooked foods, and 1 2 3 next »
more as we began to share the meal, one of the book club members last »
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it soon became clear that not only had everyone there read my
book; each had read it carefully and apparently made notes, as

author Author On notebooks and index cards, and print-outs of the Reading Susan did a marvelous job
The Bookcase Guide from the Reading Group Choices website began 1 week 3 hours ago
—bOOk BOOk ClUb appearing next to their plates. The first volley of questions were Cuait Dask oo

about story details: Why did Samantha, an environmentalist,
X drive a Jeep Cherokee? Why was Miranda, ocbviously attracted
LOuVes SO to Zack, suspicious of his behavior? The second set of There was no need for her

discussion novel questions were aimed more at larger writing issues. Did | really 10

readi Nng group believe | could keep developing so many characters? How did | 1 week 3 days ago

books characters T week 1 day ago

Reading Groups Teaser plan to inform readers who started with book three what had Wow_ this sounds like an
Tuesday already happened in the series? T week 4 days ago
e Some of their questions put me on the hot seat, but | l've found that this looks
.......................................................................................... experienced t ae mare of 2 *warm®™ seat—a comfortable p'ace 2 weeks 2 days ago

to be, gratified by their obviously genuine interest. But as more

dinner finished and desert was being served, things got even
more interesting. Now the characters and their experiences
became springboards for philosophical considerations and
self-examination. Now we were a group of women interested in

working on our lives, talking through issues, and revealing deep @bookclubgirl & have a great
feelings. anniversary weekend' sbout an
We were women who'd moved from our heads to our hearts. nour 300 [

And this was the most thrilling part of the evening for me. For
this 1s the theme of my entire series, and the reason book one
1s titled What the Heart Knows. In our culture, we're not only

encouraged to "use our heads,” but admonished that the only
way to get ahead I1s to use smart tactics and learn how to
strategize. This Is all to the good!

reading THE NIGHT
STRANGERS by Chris Bohjahan.

and, great prize this week on
#fridayreads. THE HANGMAN's

DAUGHTER is good!
@thebookmaven %’ about 8 hours
Yet, when it comes to “following our ago 7

hearts.” we're often advised we're

being “overly emotional,”
‘immature,” or just “foolish.” |
believe the heart—our intuition, our
instincts, our gut-feelings—can
offer information that i1s every bit as

valuable as what our heads have to
tell us. So | challenged myself:
copemavraons \ what would life look like for a
MAIDEN o character who began to listen to
what her heart says? This Is my _Ep
protagonist’s journey. And, to some | THE.%
extent, it's the journey of each '
character in Milford-Haven.

like that. RT @AnnKingman ;|
think my motto for today is,

sadly, “"don't let the perfect be
the enemy of the good.” sbout &
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McMILLAN The thrll of that evening with the book club was that the very sawy Verse and Wit e

questions | had posed for my characters, were the questions Everyday | Write the
5 + A my readers were now posing for themselves. On the surface, Book i
B/ L .. my books are good reads because they entertain and provide Eclectic/Eccentric &7
' escape—something we all need from time to time. But beneath B £ -~ Real
the surface, these deeper issues swim patiently, waiting for a mEllEzeldlz bld Dad

Libranan

chance to surface.
Book Group Buzz i@

GETTING TO HAPPY At the end of the evening, | felt not only physically full, but

emotionally and intellectually well-fed. The book we'd Mobile Read ¢
discussed that night happened to be one of mine, but the The Bibliophilic Book
experience went far beyond the content available between the Blog &

covers of the book. Indeed what had happened was the book (More)

had become a window into the heart.

Thanks so much, Mara! Reading groups love to extend
their book discussions outward to their lives and the world.

Bonus for Reading Group Choices Fans! Book Group Buzz i
A Milford-Haven Single Book Group Expo @
Read When Hummers Dream, Mara’s prequel to the first Alison's Book Marks &
DEFN FROM novel in her series. This is your chance to read the story Diane Rehm's Reader's
CATCOM MOUNTAIN before the story. . . . B eview &

also includes the Prologue and Chapter One of \What the

Reader's Circle @
Heart Knows. T A

Books & Bars @

Nancy Pearl's Book Lust @
Book Divas &+

Praise for The Milford-Haven Novels

"In Mara Purl's books the writing is crisp and clean, the
dialogue realistic, the scenes well descnbed. | salute her

ingenuity.” Early Word &
—Bob Johnson, Former Managing Editor, The Associated The Big Read
i (More)

Mara Purl pioneered small-town fiction for women with her
popular and cntically acclaimed Milford-Haven Novels. Her _ PSS
beloved fictitious town has been delighting audiences since On the Bookcase Selection
1992, when it first appeared as Milford-Haven, U.S.A . ©—the

first American radio drama ever licensed and broadcast by the
BBC. The show reached an audience of 4.5 million listeners
throughout the UK.

Early editions of Mara's novels have won fitteen gold and finalist
literary awards including the Benjamin Franklin, the Indie

Excellence, the USA Book News Best Book, and the
ForeWord Book of the Year. Mara's other writing credits include
plays, screenplays, scripts for Guiding Light, cover stories for
Rolling Stone, staff wrniting with the Financial Times (of
London), and the Associated Press. She i1s the co-author (with B2 o

Enn Gray) of Act Right. N
D e.;[im sk Yy

As an actress, Mara was "Darla Cook™ on Days Of Our Lives.
She was named one of twelve Women of the Year by the Los
Angeles County Commission for Women.

Learn more about [ 'ara and [iltord Haven i/,
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