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6 Sentences for August

Mara Purl

JACK POT!

Yep, today if your visiting there's something special going on. If you
follow my other Blog Works In Progress you know | featured Mara Purl
there a few weeks ago.

| discovered such unique and wonderful things about her that | decided
to shared what | didn't have room for there.

Mara Purl is an actress, an author, a song writer and more. | found she
is one of those woman who has the talent to accomplish to perfection
anything she decides to do.

Here's sneak peek. You can just feel the tension and the promise of
surprises to come.

Jack Sawyer’s chair squaakad as he swivelad to Sice out the
window, still spatterad fom last year’s sziny ssason. With half

an 2ar, he continuad to listen 23 Samantha dronad on.

“Dev.-elc'pmer.r is on2 thing, Jack. Ravaging the land is
something els2. I wamad you to put 2 hold on this until our

environmental impact study was completa.”

“And I wamed you what would happen if you ever tried to
interr2 with my business agzin. Lat me s22 ifl can shad a
littls light on rules for you. The rule, you s2id, was that no one
was to know about us. You moved to Milford-Haven seven

years ag0, and I've obayad your rule all this time, daspite—"
“Despite what, Jack?”

His fist hit the well-wom dask. ““Deaspits the Sct that you
continue to do everything you can to interre with my

business, every time I tum around!”

& . - . . . . .
My goal isn’t to interre with your business. I'm simply
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"Pemomlly? Thera’s nothing mors parsonal to me than my
business, and you’d undarstand that if you’d ever stuck with
anything long enoueh to actually lat it grow into something.™

“That wss vncalled-for, Jack, and I resent it.”

Ha heard something—the mersst supgzestion—in her voica:

fillad with right=ous indignation at the surfce, it resonatad

with a despar note that quaverad with hurt. I hate being sbla to
r2ad her so well affer all this time. But then again, it’s something

I can us2.

After all, it was her Sult their mamiage had Hilad, and he

23w no r2350n to ot bygones b2 bygones. Having brought homs
hiz point, Jack inhaled. poisad to daliver another blow. “*“Don’t
frest that your precious job is a political appointment.”

Jack waitad to 322 what sha'd say next, but she 81l silent. I
Zot to her—agzain. He shiffed his weight back in his chair—
allowing it to squeak long and lovd—and liftad his Sat,
crozzing his work boots on the desk. He heard her taks 3 dezp
breath.

“All right, Jack. What do you want?”

Now he spoks quistly, almost plezzantly. ‘I want you to

stop the investization of that land. I want this shopping center
to b2 unencumberad and unobstructad.”™ It was the old
argument. They'd had it dozens of times bafore, on scores of
proposad projects.

“You know I can’t promiss that, Jack. It’s out of my hands.”

“Fins. It’11 s00n b2 out of my hands too.”

“SWh . . . what will soon—" Sam sputterad.

Hea cut her off ““What will soon b2 out of my hands is exactly
when the town of Milford-Haven finds out you'r2 the former
Mrs. Jack Sawyer.” Ha started to laugh and dacidad the laughing
£lt batter then anything had in a long time.

"Jad:: what could you possibly stand to gzin by doing this?”
She’s grazping at straws. Jack could barzly talk now through

the laughter. ““Mor2 to the point. what could you stand to los2?”
His laugh was hard enough now that it bagan to tum into his
chronic cough. Not even that datarrad him, nor diminishad his
delight.

“Jack! Jack!™

He hung up with a satisfring click. It’s about time T had 2
victory over Samantha. I'1l make 2 call to that reporter later
today.

He starad 3 long moment out the mud-streakad windows.

I wonder how much Kavin overheard? “‘Kevin!™ The shout
irritatad his throat startad up his covgh. Afer 2 moment, Jack’s
door openad.

a

Yes zir, Mr. Sawyer?”

OOPS!
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When Hummers Dream

|
A Milford-Haven Short Story Free in August !
E-Book Edition . . . Kindle Single & Nook Book i

1. Why did Milford-Haven come into existence?

In the entertainment business, there are people known as “hyphenates™—people who are
writer-directors. or actor-producers. Well, I knew for a long time I was an actor-writer. I'd
been doing both acting and writing since early childhood and all the way through school. I
also performed on a television series from ages 9 through 12. As I entered adulthood,
well-meaning people often advised me to let go of one or the other—the acting or the
writing. but I needed both. Everything came together for me when I also became a producer.

Two specific things led up to that moment. One was performing a regular role on “Days Of
Our Lives.” because I got intrigued with the long form of story telling. In soaps, the story
structure is ongoing, and though it’s much more difficult to sustain. it allows for a

complexity and for revealing a series of choices and consequences. I found that intriguing.

The other inspiration for my own soap was an invitation from a lovely gentleman who
owned a radio station. I spent a summer performing in a two-character play in the town of
Cambnia, California. This man and his wife came backstage to compliment me and my
co-star, and he said, “If you ever want to do something for radio, let me know!” A few
months later I called and asked whether he’d be interested in broadcasting a radio soap
opera, and he loved the idea. So I began writing scripts and sending them to him.
Eventually I found my cast (many from other soaps), found a studio home, and began
producing episodes. That’s how my show “Milford-Haven™ was bom. And after it was a
success in a few American markets. it was picked up by the BBC, where it went on to find
45 million listeners throughout the UK.



~. YYIIEN 01d TNe 10€a 10 makKe INese Novels more than the usual read, C1ose DoOK and move
on to the next book?

Since my novels are based on a senal radio drama, [ knew from the start there would need to
be several books. I also knew my story is character-dniven, and that writing this particular
story as a series of books was a petfect way of showing character development from choice

to choice. event to event.

One of my favorite writers is Chatrles Dickens. When my sister and I were children, my dad
wrote a dramatic adaptation of 4 Christimas Carol and the whole family performed in the
play, with Pere (what we call our dad) playing “Scrooge.” Later I got interested in Dickens
other works. and read about his life. He wrote his long novels in installments. which he
performed as public readings. and published in magazine format. Later, when the story was
complete, the segments were gathered to become whole books. He was probably the first

famous serial novelist, and I think in terms of structure, I'm following in his footsteps.

Interestingly. at Book Expo America a couple of years ago Jeff Bozos. CEO of amazon.com,
gave a talk in which he said the new technologies lend themselves to senial novels, and that
he expected writers might follow Chatles Dickens example. I was in the audience and piped
up, “I'm already doing it!” A lot of heads whipped around to see who’d said that!

3. Twelve books take a lot of energy and stamina. Is there someone special who has worked
with you on the project?

Yes, stamina is one thing required. Another is a series of documents that accurately track a
myriad of details, like: who drives what kind of car: when did Miranda paint which painting:
what was the bad guy doing before we first saw him; what color are Zelda's bedroom walls.

And oh, my. yes. I most certainly have help. I have two close associates who are both
additional “memory banks™. For the radio drama. it’s Bill Berkuta, my engineer. We worked
together on 100 episodes of Milford-Haven U.S. A and through the many hours it takes to
edit and do post-production for each episode. we heard story details hundreds of times.
Now Bill and I work together to create the audio books of the novels. So I can call Bill and

we’ll be able to remind one another of important details.

For the novels. it’s Vicki Werkley, my brilliant editor. Vicki and I worked together all the way
through the early editions of the first five novels, and her commitment to my series is a solid
gold element in the whole project. She has both a logical and an intuitive sense of what'’s
right or wrong in terms of character, story detail. sequencing. and theme. We’re so excited
to be working on the new novels now. We keep saying “This is how the novels are meant
to be!” There’s a tremendous sense of fulfillment and satisfaction.

4. And before I ask the real big question. What do you want women to keep remembering
long after they have put your book away on their selves?

I want them to remember how important they are, and how valid their intuitions are. The
theme of the book is the heart—are we listening to it? Does it have anything valuable to tell
us? Can it offer important guidance? [ believe that in our busy wotld we honor mostly the
head—that is, logic and “smarts™. I'm all in favor of being smart! But consciousness is

more than just logic. It also includes intuition, which is what I mean by the heart

I'd love for a reader to ask herself—what is it. in my heart of hearts, that I always wanted to
do? Am I doing it? If not, why not? And if not now, when?

How does the book instigate these questions? Well, readers can have a very interesting
journey by tracking each character’s “heart” joumey. Is Miranda listening to her heart?
(She’s just beginning to take it seriously. How does that alter her course?) Is Jack listening
to his heart? (No. he’s stuffing down his feelings as though he were driving spikes into
packed earth.) What about Chris Christian. the joumalist who gets in trouble at the very
beginning of the story?

Readers can enjoy a first read of What the Heart Knows by just having fun moving through
the story and its interconnected plot lines. But they might also enjoy digging deeper into
the lives of the characters . . . and perhaps into their own lives too.

5. Someone mentioned a surprise give away. What do you have in mind for us?

It will be my pleasure to give an autographed copy of my new novel as soon as it’s
published!

To enter leave a comment AND then email me at bettycarlton1@gmail.com in
Re: put Mara Purl Drawing. In the body tell me your posted comment. That's
it.



6. And now the biggie. When will you be in North Carolina to promote your book?

Well. if that’s an invitation, I accept! My marketing team and I arrange special Author Tea
events. So your group would choose one of our event names: Possibili-Tea, Generosi-Tea,
Connective-Tea . . . you choose a theme that matches your interests. Then we get together.
enjoy some terrific food and have a real Girlfriend conversation. There’s a Reading Group
Guide for What the Heart Knows on the publisher’s website and also at
www.ReadingGroupChoices.com. These are great for providing a starting point for
discussion.

National Award-Winning Author The Milford-Haven Novels www.MaraPurl.com
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Finally, here is the link to the other blog with more about Mara.
http://bettyandfriends-wip.blogspot.com/

I'd like to thank, Mara for Iettin? me be part of her Blog Tour to spread the
word about her work. To my guest readers, did you see the freebe Mara is
g;ving out the month of August? If you missed there is a free read offer in the

0g.

Until next time,

Betty
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